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Vietnam Ad Hoc Working Group Meeting, 
January 15, 1971 


Ambassador Sullivan opened the meeting by asking if Secretary 
Laird had yet prepared a full report on his recent trip to South- 
east Asia, The Defense representative replied that the Secretary 
had not even returned to the United States and would undoubtedly 
want to see the President before making available any kind of 
report on his trip. Sullivan then noted that Economy Minister 
Ngdc 1 s recent speech on GVN war costs in Cambodia had created 
a mild sehsatibn in the press. He said that he planned to cable 
our Emba s sy ‘in Saigon k skin g for details. (The Embassy has since 
replied that Ngoc's, comments were not unreasonable; the U PI reporter 
had misinterpreted them and subsequent stories were based on UPI's 
' mis information J 

Sullivan anno tine ed .that. State had received a White House; directive 
ordering that nothing more was to be. said about U. S. air activity in 
' c iambddia . " " He ask e d if other departments a n d age nc i e s h ad; received 
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: ' :il Suilivafn aflrtouilS^a feat "State was in favor of holding the next 'Br'oop 
Contributing; Countries (TCC) meeting here in, Washington on April ^ 

•' :!.■ 23-i- ' He'-^aid' that'he had asked Dr. ' Kissinger about the idea in San ' 

' Clemdnte and that Dr .’ t Kis singer fo r e s a w no p articula r p robl ems. 

Sullivan sMd, however, that lie would be, sending a formal memorandum 
on the subject to Dr. Kissinger as well as an outgoing cable for. • 
clearance.' 1 He said that' the Thai, Australians and Koreans would want 
to be rhakihg announcement's regarding their own troop withdrawals 
shortly after TCC meeting, probably on April 24. 
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"to - accept the updated list of U S. *• ^ ^ ^ Ust of the sic k and 

the Paris session on ' Ja ” u * r , qVN would soon release. S ulliva n 
wounded NVA POWVvJ itch the^G ■ ^ side fora standdown in 

also noted that the GVNhad^ orrido and he fell that this was 

military activities in the P9^ ^ , Rnt lo all allied units which 

^ S e 3 e asked that y^n^^- reieasej so as to insure 

announced the date and ar ff _ 0 ^ t '' Sullivan also announced that the 
against any confusion on this o£ 17 NVA POWs 

Lon Nol Government planne ^ for the 17 journalists who are sti 

now in its possession m exc * Communists would not respo 

missing in Cambodia He xeU t U bit . Sullivan then raised 

but that nevertheless xt was * ^ shar pen its position on 

the possibility that the other sl « re g ent Indonesian report which 
the POW issue. He referre pOW’ s- within 24 hour s a er . 

claimed that Hanoi would ^\ V c ’ o % ^ te troo p withdrawal. Although 
the U.S. announced the a * bl Sullivan noted that at the 

the source of the report ^PRb represl^^ ^d declared that 

January 14 Paris session * e r J on as possible' 1 after the U S 

U S POW's would be releas Sullivan wondered whether the 

^ i! this 
other side might no soon becom 

would not be. problem lor us. 

Sullivan announced that the Ad Hoc J^^ d i*g ^Tt a NSDM need not ^ 
l^S^ndum to Dr. Kissinger • rec _ He noted that the 5*“ t «' * 

be issued ior the Vietnam 7 for the creation ol an Interagency =« da "“ e 

a revived Interagency Committee shoe 

to handle the Center's problems. 

Vnarl responded to the Ad Hoc 

Sullivan announced that by asking for a 

■Committee's recent paper on 
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progress report. He said that he would cable Saigon for developments 
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Sul liva n said that the New_ York Times , had- called h|#|J Janua rv 14 

Vi e tha rn e s e ^ool i R °^ ^ 1 :^-^ omp s ° n ' s ^rthGdming^rV^dr the South 
tv _ ••• . .• s ? P? h ffv Sullivan gave the: Times no comment^ but. from 
the conversation he was sure th a (• *■>.« or; l._j = V- s . . . . 

maHmm j- • ,J •' .. --o^^u os, suuu; gear Q1 mior- 

mation and would print a story. (It. did, ). The group 'then discussed 
pre SS leaks in general and-concluded that once information: was widely 
sseminated m a non- sensitive cable (as was • Thompson 'simi s s ion) 7 
there was little hope of ever finding the sourc e. - 
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